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Exploring our history – shaping our future 

The youth exchange “Exploring our history – shaping our future” was an opportunity for 35 young 
people from the EU and Eastern neighboring partner countries to learn about the common European 
history and draw conclusions. By living and working together as Europeans they gained 
understanding and appreciation for the achievements of the European Union in making enemies to 
neighbors and overcome prejudices and mistrust. They could also recognize their historical 
responsibility in developing good neighborhood and active participation in the construction of a 
peaceful Europe that belongs to its citizens. The participants discussed topics of interest for young 
people in their countries and the European Union as well as the role the younger generation plays in 
shaping the future European Union and its relations with the neighboring European countries. The 11 
day program included guided visits to historical monuments, memorials, talks with eye-witnesses of 
historical events, discussion rounds as well as workshops on topics which are currently important for 
young people. All that went hand in hand with methods of intercultural learning and creative artistic 
approaches, which facilitated the sharing of experiences, ideas and artistic talents of participants. 

 

The point of view from the participant from Azerbaijan: 
”It was my first experience of participating in such project and, moreover, it was my first time going 
abroad. On our first day we had the opportunity to meet – we had an introduction round and games 
that were designed to help us to learn each others’ names and get to know participants from all 
countries quickly. On our first day we played more fun ‘get-to-know-each-other’ games and as a  

 

http://www.exploringourhistory.wordpress.com/
http://www.eba-berlin.net/


For more information about this project please visit: www.exploringourhistory.wordpress.com 
For more information about EBA Europ. Bildungsakademie: www.eba-berlin.net   

 

result during the whole training our group had relaxed atmosphere and friendly relations during the 
whole time we spent together. 
We also talked about our expectations, 
were introduced to project and house 
rules, with linguistic animation warm-up 
when we could learn basic phrases in 
German and other participants’ languages 
in funny and interactive way, and received 
a schedule for the project, which I found 
very useful – we also had free time and 
had the opportunity to learn to discover 
another city on our own and using Berlin’s 
transport system. 

During workshop we also got the 
opportunity to learn more about 
Germany, Berlin and lifestyle of its people. 
We discussed intercultural stereotypes, 
for example, the differences and similarities between people from Eastern and Western Europe. But 
what I liked the most is that there were so many opportunities to discuss about issues which are 
important to me with other participants from a completely different background.  

We also learned a lot about Berlin and Germany! In group excursions we explored the history and 

cultural diversity of Berlin, by visiting historic monuments we learned more about different historical 

stages of Germany and how this has 

influenced the development of the 

European Union. We had a chance to 

listen to first-hand experiences of our 

German participants some of them could 

share their experience of living as 

migrants in Germany which was very 

interesting for me. After visiting the 

German History Museum and really 

interesting smaller museums and sites all 

of us discovered so much more about the 

history of Berlin, Germany and Europe 

than we ever knew before. Thanks a lot to 

the organizers for this great opportunity to be in Berlin, meet new people and make new friends. 

Thank you very much for this unforgettable time!’ 

The point of view of a participant from Poland: 

‘I learned a lot about history of Germany.  I enjoyed being in contact with people from other 

countries – if gave me more information about different cultures. I learned how to travel in Berlin. 

Now, when I go to other city, it will be easier for me to travel. I also discovered new ways of living, 

learned a few German words and decided to learn this language!’ 

Point of view from a participant from Belarus: 

‘I’ve improved communicative skills and found out a lot of new things about Germany (Berlin, in 
particular) and about the culture of other countries – members of this project. Thank you very much 

for this unforgettable time!’ 
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